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State of the Board  



Board Expansion 

ÅSince October 2011 

ïReviewed nearly 1,700 applicant records 

ïInterviewed over 300 candidates 

ïSelected 98 highly qualified candidates to become 
new Judges 

ïWe stand at 177 Judges as of November 13, 2013 

ÅOpportunities at Detroit/Denver/Dallas/Silicon Valley 
Satellite Offices (for now) 

ïSelecting candidates from previous postings now 

ÅGoal for FY2013 - add more judges 
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APJ Training 
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The Training Committee conducts formal training for all members of the 

Board.   

 

For newer judges, the Training Committee provides:  

Å initial guidance to ease the transition to the Boardôs unique mission and 

culture; and  

Å tools and techniques on how to deal with issues we see on a regular basis.  

 

For all judges, the Training Committee provides regular training sessions 

focused:  

Å on evolving case law; and  

Å the new trial proceedings implemented by the America Invents Act.  

 

Our agenda is developing continually, based on member-input, as we 

constantly strive to look for new ways to more effectively and efficiently fulfill 

our mission. 
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0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

160

180

200

1900 1920 1940 1960 1980 1990 2000 2010 2012 January
2014
Goal

Judges  

Currently 177 members  
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Satellite Offices 

ÅDallas-Fort Worth 
ï The permanent location for the USPTOôs Dallas office is scheduled to open in fall 

2014 in the Terminal Annex Federal Building, 207 Houston Street, Dallas, TX.   

ï Five administrative patent judges currently work at a temporary office in the Santa 

Fe Federal Building, 1114 Commerce Street, Dallas, TX. 

ï The process for selecting a Regional Manager for this office is in progress.  

 

ÅDenver 
ï The permanent location for the USPTOôs Denver office is scheduled to open in 

February or March of 2014 in the Byron C. Rogers Federal Office Building, 1960 

Stout Street, Denver, CO. 

ï On January 2, 2013, a temporary office opened at the Denver Lakewood Center, 

Lakewood, CO.  Eight administrative patent judges currently work at that office.  

ï The process for selecting a Regional Manager for this office is in progress.  
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Satellite Offices 

ÅDetroit 
ï The Elijah J. McCoy USPTO Satellite Office opened for business on July 13, 2012. 

ï 87 patent examiners and nine administrative patent judges currently work at the 

Detroit office. 

ï The Detroit office patent examiners have contributed to the advancement the 

Patent Corps has made in decreasing the unexamined new application backlog in 

FY13 and they have also participated in 54 outreach events in the Detroit 

metropolitan area. 

ï The Regional Manager of the Detroit Office is Mr. Terry Melius. 

 

ÅSilicon Valley 
ï A permanent location has not been selected.  The areas being considered for a 

permanent location are San Jose, Santa Clara, Sunnyvale, and Mountain View. 

ï On April 15, 2013, a temporary office opened at 345 Middlefield Road, Building 1, 

Menlo Park, CA.  Nine administrative patent judges currently work at that office. 

ï The Director for the Silicon Valley Office is Ms. Michelle Lee. 
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Detroit, Michigan 

Elijah J. McCoy  

United States Patent 

and Trademark Office 
 

300 River Place South 

Suit 2900 

Detroit, Michigan 48207 

 

Opened July 13, 2012 

 

9 Administrative Patent Judges 
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Denver, Colorado 

Denver Federal Center 
 

B20/D1000 

W 6th Ave & Kipling Street 

Lakewood, Colorado 80225 

 

Opened January 2, 2013 

 

8 Administrative Patent Judges 
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Dallas, Texas 

Santa Fe Building 

 
1114 Commerce Street 

Suite 705 

Dallas, TX 75202 

 

Opened March 18, 2013 

 

5 Administrative Patent Judges 
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Menlo Park, California 

U.S. Geological  

Survey Building 

 
345 Middlefield Road 

Menlo Park, CA 94025 

 

Opened April 15, 2013 

9 Administrative Patent Judges 
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Appeals  

Statistics  



Board Backlog 

ÅGrowth of the backlog has been halted: 

ïOverall, for the last 6 months, more decisions 
issued than new appeals received 

ïEncouraging (for now) 

ÅBenefiting from  numerous factors 

ïSuccessful expansion in FY2012 that continued in 
FY2013 and needs to continue in FY2014 

ïSomewhat lower end-of-year intake for FY2012, 
FY2013, and beginning of FY2014 

ïExtraordinary efforts by current Judges 

ÅTrend can still be reversed if ex parte appeal intake 
and AIA intake grow slower than new hires 
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Board Backlog 

26,644 

26,786 
26,828 26,825 26,807 

26,664 

26,854 26,869 26,896 

26,618 

26,802 26,802 

26,476 

26,014 

26,345 

26,452 
26,508 

26,431 

26,353 

26,426 26,432 
26,379 

26,129 

26,242 26,243 

26,141 

25,976 

26,181 
26,248 

26,315 

26,076 

26,058 26,041 26,051 26,046 

25,866 

25,943 

25,803 

25,554 

25,471 

25,610 
25,654 

25,545 

25,462 25,475 
25,530 

24,500

25,000

25,500

26,000

26,500

27,000

27,500

14 



PTAB Receipts and Dispositions 
Past Month 

PTAB Receipts and Dispositions 

Period: 10/12/2013 thru 11/12/2013 

Discipline  # Cases Received  # Cases Disposed  
Difference (Disposed minus 

Received)  

Biotech 37 48 11 

Business Methods 46 69 23 

Chemical 125 81 -44 

Contested Cases 17 23 6 

Design 4 1 -3 

Electrical 315 401 86 

Mechanical 154 228 74 

***Totals***  698 851 153 
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PTAB Receipts and Dispositions 
Weekly: 07/02/2013 through 10/02/2013 
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PTAB Receipts and Dispositions 
Weekly: 10/09/2013 through 11/13/2013 
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Monthly Receipts and Dispositions ï 

New Judge Comparison 
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